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Chriſtian Reader, 


» 


JT is not out of any Deſire to appear 1 in 
Publick, that this Diſcouſe is publiſb d; 
but becauſe many ickitious Accounts, 2 
pretended Sermons, in Name of the Ordi- 
mary of Newgate, containing nothing but 
mncoherent Stuff and argon, and done by 
unskilful ignorant Impoſtors, arg 1mpu- 
dently carry d about the Streets : This is 
to preſent you with a genuine Sermon, 
freach'd upon the earneſt Requeſt of that 
unfortunate Man Robert Hallam, the Text 
having been propos'd to me by 1 
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deliver d in Publick. 


I. like I did not anſwer his Deſign of 

making Reflections, which he was too 
ready to do; but all my Intent being to 
inſtruct him and others in his Caſe, in the 
way to eternal Life, as the Scripture directs 
me, I hope I have in ſome Meaſure attain 4 
my Aim. This Sermon is not writ in a 
high and lofty Strain, and ( as the Apoſtle 
ſaith ) with enticing Words of Man's 25 
dom, but in a plain, familiar, ſcriptural 
Stile, adapted to the Capacity of the 
Hearers, not ſo much to pleaſe, as that they 
might profit thereby. It's hoped, Chriſtiau 
Ar, will forgive what Miſtakes may be, 
and. receive Chriſtian Truths with a 
Chriſtian Frame and Temper. Farewell. 
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Pia x cxlx. 85, 86, 87. 


The fraud have digged pits for me. which 
are not after thy law. 


A thy commandments are Faithfull. they 
perfecute me wrongfully, help thou me. 


They had almoſt conſumed me upon earth. 
but [ Jorjook not thy precepts. 


* N E Pſalms of King David are 
a Treaſure of divine, and hea- 
venly Knowledge, where the 
989 : piouſly-diſpes'd Perſon may al- 

ways find Comfort in the gręateſt 
| Diſt And this 'Zjaim, 1 19 B:4 ge- 
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neral Breviary of godly Ian Pre- 
cepts and Conſolations, adapted to all the 
different Circumſtances of Humane Life ; 

more particularly in thoſe Verſes read in 
your hearing, the Fſalmiſt complains, that 
his Enemies had digged Pits for him, 7z. e. 
that they had laid ſecret Ambuſhes and 
Snares for his Deſtruction; that they con- 
ſpir'd and plotted his Ruin ; and again, 
Ther they had perſecuted him wrongfully, 
ſo that they had almoſt conſumed him up- 
on Earth: They, by their wicked, mali- 

cious Conſpiracies and Rebellions, had Pro- 
ceeded ſo far againſt him; and that moſt 
Unjuſtly and Undeſervedly, that he was 
almoſt ſunk and undone with Diſcourage- 
ments, and his Hope was ready to periſh 
from the Lord. Yet it merits our ſpecial 
Obtervation, that amidſt all the Perſecu- 
tions and Afflictions he endur'd, he ſtill 
comforts himſelf in God, that as ſuch un- 
juſt Proſecutions were contrary to the Law 
of God, which is altogether Holy, Righte- 
ous and Good, therefore with Freedom he 
addreſs'd his Petition to God to help him, 
ſince his Requeſt was founded upon the 
Injuſtice of his Enemies Spite and Malice 
againſt him, upon the Faithfulneſs and 
Veracity of God's Law or Promiſe, and 
upon his being conſcious to bimſelf that 
the * carefully obſerved his Law, and 


hat 


that he had not ſwerved from the 8 


and he may with Freedom apply himſelf 


| ſhall (by the Grace of God) thew, 


421 


"_ of his Commandments, 


Hay vING thus given you a ſummary _ 
View of thoſe Verſes, which are all much 
to the ſame Purpoſe, tending only to elu- 
cidate and more fully to clear up the ſame. 
Subject Matter, the Senſe of them may 
be briefly comprehended in this, That 
whatever Perſecutions, Afflictions, or Di- 
ſtreſſes a godly and innocent Perſon may 
ſuſtain, from ungodly, wicked, and cruel 
Men, yet he hath God's Word and Pro- 
miſe for his Comfort in all his Tribulations, 


to the Throne of Grace, for A ſſiſtance and 


Support under the moſt preſſing © e 
and F | 7 0 | 


In, Wanka upen theſe Words, we 
Firſt, Ta T ** beſt of Men "ONS 


been liable to the greateſt Afflictions and 
Calamities. | 


Secondly, W. HAT thoſe Afitions are, 4 
Thirdly, War God mul ani and - 
innocent Mun to be thus alflicted. T's 1 


B 2 | Foarthl 


D 


Be, o 


Fah, WE ſhall direct you to proper 
Uſes and Improvements, which ought to 
be made of all Afflictions we meet with. 


Firſt, Trar the beſt of Adin have 
© he: liable to the greateſt Afflictions is 
evident, from the whote* Tenour of ſacred 
and prophane Hiſtory, from the beginning 
of the World to this Day. That great 
Enemy of Mankind, the Devil, .hath 
nents ſach inveterate Hatred and Ma- 
lice againſt Mankind, ſince the Promife of 
the Blefled Seed was given, to redeem us 
from the Curſe of the Law and the Wrath 
of God, that that wicked Spirit and his 
Agents, never ceaſe from endeavouring to 
deſtroy the Souls of Men for ever, and 
to reduce them into the fame State of Mi- 
ſery and Deſolation ' with themſelves, as 
envying Man's Happineſs, becauſe, paſſing 
by the fallen Angels, God had Pity and 
Compaſſion upon us in our low E ſtate, in 
graciouſly redeeming us from Hell and 
eternal Deſtruction, by giving the Son of 
his Love unto the Death for us, That who- 


ſogver believeth in him mi - not Peri, 4 


but have eternal Life. St. John iii. 16. 
And thus we find, that in the Infancy of 
the World, this ſertt'd Enmity betwixt 


the. rr of the — and the Serpent, 
which 


EV] 
which is the Devil, very early appear'd; 
when, excepting Adam and Eve, who 
were our firſt Parents, there were only 
two Men upon Earth we read of; and yet 
he who was after the Fleſh perſecuted him 
who was after the Spirit. Cain roſe up 
againſt and flew his Brother Abel: And 
wherefore did he flay him? becauſe his 
aum Works were Evil, and his Brother's 
Righteous. 1. John, 111. 12. This is the 
firſt Inſtance of that heinous Sin of Murder 
we read of, which was committed by Cain, 
a wicked Man, and one of Satan's Emiſſa- 


ries, upon his own righteous and innocent 


Brother Abel, whom he envy'd and bore 
Malice againft, becauſe he obſerv'd him to 
be in Favour with God, whereas he was 
Conſcious to himſelf of his own Wicked- 


neſs, and the Naughtineſs of his Heart: 


And in this he exactly reſembl'd his Father 
the Devil, Who was a Murtherer from 
the beginning, and abode not in the Truth, 
becauſe there is no Truth in him. St. Fohn 
viii. 44. and who envy'd Man for being in 
Paradiſe, becauſe. he himſelf was thruſt out 


of Heaven. — * 


Tuo' Cain for this Sin was not put to 
Death, by a ſpecial Diſpenſation from God 
himſelf, in whoſe Power it is to kill and 
make alive; yet he was puniſh'd by ſome 
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notable Judgments from Heaven, parti- 
cularly with an evil Conſcience, and a 
dread and terrour upon his Spirit, which 
made his Life a Burthen to him, and a 
very Hell upon Earth: But now Death, 
by all Laws Humane and Divine, being 
appointed to be inflicted upon the Mur- 
therer, whoever is Conſcious to. themſelves 
of this horrid Guilt, may .be. affur'd that 
they are liable to temporal Death, by the 
Laws of Gud and Man; and which is 
much more terrible, if they do not ſincerely 
repent for that their great Wickednefs, and 
fly to the Blood of Jeſus, which ſpeaks 
much better things than the Blood of Abel, 
they ſhall meet with thoſe horrid Plagues 
and Judgments inflicted upon Cain in this 
Life, and they ſhall be expos'd to eternal 
Death, by becoming the Objects of God's 
everlaſting Wrath, in Hell-fire in the other 
World. ; LES Sal 


Wx find alſo from Scripture, that the 
moſt eminent Saints have been ſtill expos'd 
to the moſt ſignal Temptations and Ad- 
verſities. | 05 


ux Children of Iſrael were perſecu- 
ted and oppreſs'd in Egypt, for a conſide- 
table Period of Time, till at length God's 
Time came, and then he led out their 
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L 7 J 
Armies with an high Hand and out» 
ſtretched Arm. David was one of the 
beſt of Kings, who had devoted himſelf 
to the Service of God, and to manifeſt his 
Glory; yet how was he perſecuted by 
wicked King Saul, and forc'd to fly before 
him as a-Partridge in the Wilderneſs; and 
how does he complain that he was perſe- 
cuted and forſaken, harraſs d and diſtreſs'd 
by his Friends and Foes, ſo that the Men 
of his Houſe had riſen up againſt him, 
having conſpir'd to take away his Life; 
and that there was none to deliver him ? 
The Prophet Jeremiah was a good Man, 
and one who ſingularly diſtinguiſh'd him- 
ſelf in the Service of God; yet what 
grieyous ' Complaints doth he make, that 
the Almighty had given him up to the 
Will of his Enemies, and that he was no- 
thing but the Scorn and Deriſion of the 


People? Yea, ſo bitter were his Sorrows 


and Afflictions, that he curs'd the Day of 
his Birth. Curſed be the Day wherein J 
was born : let not the Day wherem my 
Mother bare me be bleſſed, Sc. Jeremiah 
XX. 14 ; 

TE Jews of old were the only Church 
and People of God, yet they were led into 
Captivity by the wicked Babylonians; 


and the Prophet Jeremiah, in his Book of 


the 
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the Lamentations, deſcribes, in a very pa- 


thetical Manner, the many Sufferings and 
Hardſhips they endur' d; among many o- 


thers, we may ſay the whole Book, we 
ſhall only cite one Paſſage. Behold, O 
Lord, and cenſider to whom thou haſt done 
this: ſball the Women eat their Fruit, 
and Children of a Span-long ? ſhall the 
Prieſt and the Prophet be ſlain in the 
Sanctuary of the Lord? The Toung and 
the Old lie on the Ground in the Streets; 
my Virgins and my young Men are fallen 
by the Sword : Thou haſt ſlain them in the 
Day of thine Anger Thou haſt killed and 


not prtzed + Thou haſt called as ina folemn 


Day my Terrours round about, ſo that in 
the Day of the Lord's Anger none eſcaped 
or remained: Thoſe that I have ſcadled 


and brought up, hath mime Enemy conſu- 


med, Lam. ii. 20, 21, 22. 


Bor what need we mention the Pro- 
phets before the Incarnation of our Bleſſed 
Lord: When Chrift himſelf, the Son of 
God, who was Co- equal and Con- ſubſtan- 
tial with the Father; yet he took upon 
him the Form of a Servant, and made 
himſelf of no Reputation: He not only 
cloath'd himſelf with our Nature, but he 
{ſubmitted himſelf to all the Calummies, 


Perſecutions, and Afflictions, Devils and 


wicked 


wicked ungrateful Men, were capable of 
inflicting upon him: He was oppreſſed, 
and he was affiifFed, yet he opened not his 
Mouth. for the Tranſgreſjion of his People 
was he ſtricken. 11a. 53. 8. His malicious 
Adverſaries reproach'd, harraſs'd, and ſcan- 
daliz'd him; and at laſt they unjuſtly. per- 
ſecuted him to Death, which he willingly 
and patiently underwent, for the Salvation 
of his People. And in Conformity to him, 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians ſuf- 
fer'd for the Love of the Truth, and a 
Teſtimony to a good Conſcience, willingly 
ſacrificing their Lives to the Malice of 
wicked Men, in ſure and certain Hopes of 
a Bleſſed Reſurrection, and an eternal In- 
heritance. 51 e 


AND the weſtern Heroes, who ſuffer'd 
1 much from the papal Tyranny and 
Uſurpation, are another Inſtance of the 
Malice of wicked Men, and of the divine 
Power in fupporting good Men, under the 
moſt violent Perſecutions. 


AND laffly, all religiouſly diſpos'd Peo- 
ple muſt reſolve to meet with Perſecutions 
from an ungrateful World, as the Apoſtle 
St. Paul ſays, Tea, and all that will live 
_ Godly in Chriſt Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Terſe- 


cutious. 2 Tim. iii. 12. St 
1 C Now 


01 00 


Now we come to he other Head 
Propoſed. 


Secondly, WE ſhall 1 ſpeak 1 to thoſ: Af. 
flictions we arc liable to receive from a 


voor 7 35; 5 + . 


WE find Chriſt to have been ſoa 
ted from kis Birth to his Graye, by the 
Malice of wicked Men. 


HEROD, the 3 King of 
Judæa, forc'd his Parents, as ſoon as he 
was born, to fly with him into the Land 
ef Fevpt, where theſe godly, religious 
People were oblig'd to remain, till the 
Death of the mat. 


| Trad reacheth us, that Baniſh 
Proſeription, Forfeiture: of Goods and 
Eſtates, and conſquently the Loſs of I 
itſolf, When they have an Opportunity to 
deprive us thereof, is one of thoſe Perſe- 
cutions which we muſt expect from the 
Devil and his Agents. And therefore it . 
is, that Chriſt was a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief; and that we hid 
as it were our Faces, from him, 2. e. the 
unbelieving Jews, becauſe of his mean 


* when he ſuffer d for the * 
© 
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'T 1 1 
his People, derided and rejected him. A- 
gain, Good Men ſuffer from an evil World 
3 in their good Name and Reputation. 
Hence it is that the Fews perſecuted 
Chriſt with bitter Words, in calling him a 
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24 Glutton and a Drunkard, becauſe he con- 1 
verſed Familiarly, and bore Company with 4 

Men, in order to reclaim them from ſinful 9 
and vicious Habits. Vea, they conſtrued 1 

4 all the beſt Actions of his Life, as a De- 1 
# ſign of Ambition and Popularity to make 4 


himſelf a King; enough to have dis-re- 
liſh'd the greateſt Goodneſs, and to make 
7 it fick and weary of Well-doing, though 
{ our Bleſſed Lord never ceaſed to proſecute 
the Work he had undertaken, which was 
to go about doing Good, and to delight in 
—_ the Will of his Father. 


th: OO Me (ys 


Sou TIMES the Malice of Men may 
extend fo far as to give falſe Evidence a- 
gainſt others; and thus we find that the 
Jews, to compleat their. malicious Pur- 
poſes againſt Chrift, ſwore falſely againſt 

him: But it muſt be Carefully obſerved, 
that Men convicted of capital Crimes, be 
not raſh_ in exclaiming againſt thoſe Who 
appear againſt them: For though they 
may imagine that their Crime doth not evi- 
dently appear to the World, yet they can- 
not eſcape the Eye of an All-ſearching 
G42 God, 
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Tr 12 7 
God, who knoweth all things that are 
done in Secret; and who will reward every 
one according to their Deeds. And beſides, 
they, who by their wicked and irregular 
Lives, have brought themſelves under 
ſuch fatal Misfortunes, muſt take ſpecial 
Care not to entertain Malice in their Hearts 
againſt any Perton, for this is the Devils 
Sin, Which will unavoidably deſtroy their 
Souls for ever, if not repented of: Yea, 
they muſt forgive all thoſe who have in- 
jured, or whom they may conceive, whe- 
y_ Juſtly or. Unjuſtly, to have done them 

y Injury, as they expect Forgiveneſs 
from Almighty God : For this is the very 
Condition upon: which Chrift promiſes For- 
givenels to us, as he hath taught us to 


FT to God: his Father, and our Father, 


and forgive us our Bas, as we forgive them 
that fin! N us. 


II 
$11.1 


Tas Time . for this Exerciſe, 
will not permit us to enumerate all thoſe 
various Afflictions virtuous Men may re- 


ceive from a wicked World; only it's pro- 


per for them, who truly believe. in Chriſt, 
ſincerely repent « of all their Sins, love God 
and; are in perfect Charity with all the 
World; to look. upon all Afflictions and 
Diftrefles they meet with, as procceding 


1 a2 Sad God, and indulgent Father, 
„0 
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who will nake every thing work together 

for good to them who love him. Nom. 
viii. 28, But this leads us more properly 
to the next Head. | A 


Thirdly, To ſhew you, in a few Words, 
why God ſuffers good and innocent Men 
to be thus afflicted: God afflicteth no Man 
willingly, neither doth he grieve the Chil- 
dren of Men: He hath holy and advanta- 


geous Purpoſes in View, in all thoſe Di- 


penſat ions, which are {till brought upon us, 
and therefore it is that the Apoſtle, with 
reſpect to Afflictions ſaith, And ye have 
forgotten the Exhortation which ſpeaketh 
unto you as unto Children My Son deſpsſe 
not thou. the, chaſtening of the Lord, nor 

aint when thou art rebuked of him. For 
whom. the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 


 ſcourgeth every Son whom he recerveth. 


If ye endure chaſtening, God dealeth with 
you as with Sons: for what Son is he 
whom the Father chaſieneth not? if ye 


be without Chaſtiſement, whereof all are 


Yartakers, then are ye Baſtards and not 
Sons, Heb. xu. 5, 6, 7, 8. Afflictions then 
are brought upon us as a fatherly Chaſtiſe- 
ment for our Sins, 


=” D therefore, in ſuffering us to be Af 
Aicted, acteth the Part of a loving Father, 
| and 


and we ſhould embrace the Rod, as in- 
flicted upon us by a good and gracious God, 
mtending thereby to give us a Sight and 
Senſe of our Sins, that ſo we may fly from 
the Wrath to come, and lay hold upon eter- 
nal Life, looking unto Jeſus the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith, who for the Joy 
that was {et before him endured the Croſs, 
and deſpiſed the Shame, and who is now 
tet far above all Principalities and Powers, 
all things whether in Heaven or in Earth be- 
ing made ſubject unto him. Solomon ſait h, 
It is better to go to the Houſe of Mouru- 
ing than to go to the Houſe of Feaſting :- 
1 The Heart of the Wiſe is in the Houſe of 
0 Mourning; but the Heart of Fools is iu the 
Houſe of Mirth. Eccl. vii. 2, 4 And 
indeed it muſt be acknowledg'd, that it is 
much more profitable for us to be exercis'd 
in the School of Affliction, than to be al- 
Ways flowing with Proſperities, which are 
ready to make us forget God and ourſel veq 
and to make us negligent of thoſe Duties 
which are incumbent upen us, whether to- 
wards God or Man; and therefore Gba 
trains up his Children with manifold Hard- 
thips and Difficulties, that he may draw 
them unto himſelf, that beholding the Va- 
nity and Emprineſs of the Creature, and of 
ail created Comforts and Enjoyments, they 
may ſeck for Reſt and Peace in God alone, 
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in whoſe Preſence is Fullneſs of Joy? _ as 
at. whoſe Right Hand are Pleaſures for ever⸗ 
more. 


HEN CE it is, as the Plalmif David 
ſays, Before I was affiztted 1 went aſtray : 
put now TI have kept thy Word. It is 
good for me that 1 have 1 afflitted $ 
that I might learn thy Statutes. Plal. cxix, 

67, 71. When I twom in the midſt of 
Affluence, and was always attended with a 
perpetual Train of proſperous Succeſſes; 1 
did not make due Reflections upon the In- 
ſtability of humane Fortune, I forgot the 
Hole of the Pit whence I was digged, and 
did not think upon the God of my Salva- 
tion; but ſo ſoon as I met with Afflictions, 
when God's Waves and Billows went over 
me; when I ſaw the Lord Jehovah was 
ſpeaking terrible Things in Righteouſneſs 
againſt me; when TI obſerved the Arrows 
of the Almighty ſhot. againſt me, and pierc- 
ing me into the very inward Parts of my 
Soul; then I turned wile, and began to 
think ſeriouſly with myſelf, what could be 
the Cauſe of all this Wrath and Indiznar 
tion againſt me; then I thought upon the 
Evil of my Ways and Doings; then I 
2 1aw what a groſs Error IL had been 
; then it was I perceiv'd I was in the Gall 
of Bkcernels and Bond of Iniquity ; and 
| that 
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a perfect * and Beteſtation of all Sin, 


[ 16 ] 
that I had been ſleeping Securely, being faſt 
bound with the Fetters of Sin, which, if 
the divine Mercy had not favour'd me, ad 
unavoidably brought me into the Snares of 
Death; Sin had landed me in the bottom- 
leſs Pit of Deſtruction, from the Preſence 
of the Lord, and the Glory of his Power; 
but now after 1 have been afflicted, 1 


repent me of all, more eſpecially the 


outragious Sins of my Life, I am fully 
reloly'd, from this Time, all the Days 
of my Life, to keep the righteous Judg- 
ments of my God ; henceforth at no Rate, 


upon no Conditions whatſoever ſhall 1 


ſuffer myſelf to be led aſide into any Sin, 


but having learn'd God's Statutes, I am 
fully reſolved to keep them always, even 
unto the End; and by the Grace of God, 
to devote myſelf wholly to his Service, 


and to continue God's faithful Servant to 
my Life's End. Even ſo help me O 


my God. 


Such were the Effects of. Afflictions 


upon Holy David, and I pray God they 


might produce the like Effect upon one 


and all of us. 


FROM all which it ev ente appenri, 
that Afflictions are brought upon Men, to 
deter them from Vice, to bring them into 


that 


1 


"17 op" 


that they may abhor themſelves in n Duſt ut” 
| Aſhes, becauſe they have offended ſo good 
and gracious aGod, and that they may put on 


firm Reſolutions of new Obedience; ; that 


whereas formerly they have been the Ser- 

vants of Sin unto Unrighteouſneſs, hence- 
forth they will be the Servants of Righte= 
oulneſs unto Holineſs. 


5 


AN p as by Afflictions, we ſee the e Evil 
of Sin in its malignant Nature and perni- 
cious Conſequences; ſo upon a due Reflecti- 
on we come to be enamour'd with Religion 


and Virtue; then we come to ſee chat all 


Wiſdom's Ways are pleaſantneſs, and all 


her Paths are Peace; then we take Chriſt's 


Yoke upon us which is eaſy, and his Bur- 
then which is Light; then with Moſes we 


prefer the Reproach 'of Chriſt, 2. e. Perſe- 


cutions, Croſſes and Afflictions which we 
endure for the Sake of Chriſt and his Goſs 
pel, to the Treaſures of Egypt, to the 
greateſt Crown and richeſt Inheritance in 
Earth; then we eſteem all things but Loſs 
in Compariſon of Chriſt and his Heavenly 
' Kingdom and Glory, for whom we are will- 
ing to ſuffer the Loſs of all things, counting 
them but as Dung, ſo as we may win Chriſt, 

and be found in him, not having our own 
Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, but 

es 3 which is by the Faith 
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„ 1 
of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave 


himſelf unto Death for our Sins. 


T Es E are the bleſſed Fruits and Effects 
of Afflictions, to all them who are ſo happy, | 
as to have the ſanctify'd Uſe and Improve- 
ment thereof. 1 8 


Bor this brings us more properly to 
the other Head we promis d to ſpeak upon, 
which is, 5 
Fourthly, Tx a few Words to point at 
ſome proper Uſes and Improyements, we 
may or ought to make of Afflfictions. 
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If they, Ws ought to conſider the 
Cauſe of our afflictions, Sin, and that both 
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original and actual Sin. 


Br original Sin, I mean that Sin we 
bring with us into the World, tranſmitted 
lt unto us from our firſt Father Adam. 


D when he makes his Peni- 
tentials for the heinous Sins of his Life, 

comfeſſeth the Sin of his Nature, Behold I 

_ was Ache, in Iniquity and in Sin did 
_ my Mother couceide me. Pfal. li. 6. 


Tris 


F we 


| purge us from this Root of all Evil, and 


St. Paul, be ſenſible of our or 5 Guilt, 
and pray to God for Pardon of the ſame, 
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THr1s is the Source and Fountain of all 
the after Sins of our Life; and this we 
ought to lament and mourn over, and to 
cry inceflantly unto God to deliver and 
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not to impute the Sin of our Nature, de- 
rived from our fore Fathers unto us, and 
to implant in us the contrary Seed and Ha- 
bit of Grace, which may be in us as well of 
18 Water 1 up to eycrlaſting 
Life. | 


Ox this alſo the Apoſtle St. Paul. com- 
plains, Rom. vii. 24. O wretched Man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me ve from the 
Body of this Death: 


— 


AND 15 we thus, with holy David and 


3 


we may be aſſured that God, who is Gra- 
cious and Faithful, to forgive. us our Sins, 
will cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. 


Secoudly, In order to have the ſanQify'd 
Uſe of our Afflictions, we ought plainly 
and fully to confeſs our Sins, which are 15 
only Cauſe of all moanfull Diſaſters befall- 


ing 8. 


[20] 


DAD hath left us the 51ſt Pſalm 
in Commemoration of his {ſignal Penitence, 
for the Sinsof Adultry and Murther ; where 
he makes a free and full Confeſſion of his 
Sins, original and actual: And thoſe who 
are Conſcious to themſelves of Murder, 
'or cruel and barbarous 'Treatment of others, 
and habitual Uncleanneſs, ought to cry 
unto God with David, Purge me with 
Fiyſſop, and I ſhall be clean : waſh me and 
T ſball be whiter than Snow. Create in 
me a clean Heart, O God; and renew a 
right Spirit within me. Deliver me from 
Blood Guiltineſs, O God, thou God of my 
Salvation: and my Tongue ſhall ſing of 
thy Righteouſneſs. Pal. li. 7, 10, 14. 


ANp the wiſe Salomon ſaith, He that 
covereth his Sins ſhall not proſper but 
whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall 
have Mercy. Prov. xxyili...13. 5 


Tus we ought to confeſs our Sins to 
God and Man, whom we have offended; 
more eſpecially, in caſe of heinous Offences 

committed. | 


Bur having upon another Occaſion, 
3 prov'd this to you at ſome length, we think 
8 it not neceſſary at this Time to inſiſt any 


_ farther upon that See; only it is fit to 
conceal your Sins from Men, yet God, to 


Actions done in the Body, whether good or 
bad, will at the great and folemn Day of 
Judgment, diſcover all your Sins before 


Reſolution of new Obedience, after the 
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whom all of us are accountable, for the 


Angels and Men, to your everlaſting Con- 
fuſion, if ye do not repent fincerely of all 
our Sins, and bring forth Fruits meet for 
33 and Amendment of Life, in 
this. World; and if ye do not comply with 
the Terms propoſed to us by the 9 of 
Jeſus Chriſt. ä 


© 


Thirdly, Wx ought to * a firm 


Example of David, I have ſworn and I 
will per form it, that 1 will keep thy righte- 
ous Tudgments. Plal. cxix, 106. 


Ir is your Duty ſolemnly to vow unto 
Almighty God, that were it his Pleaſure, 
to lengthen your Days upon Earth, you 
ſhould become wholly new Creatures, de- 
dicating and devoting yourſelves intirely to 
God, Souls and Bodies, as an holy, living, 
and acceptable Sacrifice, which is your moſt 
reaſonable Service: You ought to fix in 
your Minds a firm Reſolution of hating - 
and abhorring all Sin as the worſt of Evil, 
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E 
as that which hath Crucified Chriſt the 
Lord of Life and Glory, and which hath 
plung'd yourſelves in all theſe moſt miſera- 
le Calamities and Misfortunes ; and which 
will expoſe your Souls to eternal Miſery in 
another World, if the Mercy and Grace of 
God prevent it not; and then make a ſo- 
lemn Promiſe before God, that you will 
walk in the ways of Piety, Holineſs and 
Virtue, as becometh reaſonable Men and 
Chriſtians, approving yourſelves with Con- 
ſciences, void of Offence towards God and 
towards Man. 5 


Fourthiy, and laſtly, IxYLORE the Aid 
oſ the divine Spirit, that Spirit of Light 
and Underſtanding, that Spirit of Know- 
ledge and Diſcretion in the fear of the 
Lord; that he may enlighten your dark 
Minds, and quicken your dead Hearts; 
that he may direct you in all your Ways, 
deading you, by his divine Counſel, in the 
Parths of Truth and Uprightneſs, till in 
end he receive you into Glory. For it 1s 

not in him that willeth, or in him that 
runnsth, but in God that ſheweth Mercy. 
Without the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit we 
can do nothing aright or acceptable in his 
Sight. For it is God that worketh in us, 
both to will and to do of his good Plea- 
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Spirit, that he may inſpire you with a per- 


fect Reſignation to the Will of God; with 
Submiſſion to all however adverſe Diſpen- 
ſations of Providence, which have befallen 


you; with Love to God, with Faith, Hope, 
and Charity; and with all other ſaving Gifts 


and Graces of God's Spirit; and cry vehe- 


mently to God, that the ſame Spirit may 
teach you the ſanctjfy d Uſe and Improve- 
ment of all your Afflictions; and you need 
not doubt, but, That the work of Righte- 


22 ſhall be Peace, and the Effect of 


Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs and Aſſurance 


or ever. If. xxxii. 17. And that, The. 


light Afiittion which is but for a Moment, 


may work ee a far more exceeding 


and eternal Weight of Glory; while we 


lool not at the Things which are ſeen, but 
at the things which are not ſeen: for the 


things which are ſeen are Temporal : but 
the things which are not ſen are eternal. 
2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. God grant, all of us 


may partake in his everlaſting Glory, th 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom, with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd, 
as is moſt due, everlaſting Glory, Honour, 
and Praiſe, for now and evermore. Amen. 


1 


In Conſideration of all which, pray fer- 
vently, inſtantly and aſſiduouſly to Al- 
mighty God, to give unto you his holy 
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